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THE PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN 31

hardly any of the characteristic marks of a
religion. For the moment, it may seem to have
the advantage of escaping the attacks of scientific
criticism. On trial, it is found to be less resistant
than any other. The self-same reason that con-
structed it destroys it, and its dogmas are perhaps
more compromised to-day in face of modern
thought than those it professes to replace.

Religion then is inward prayer and deliver-
ance. It is inherent in man and could only be
torn from his heart by separating man from him-
self, if I may so say, and destroying that which
constitutes humanity in him. I am religious, I
repeat, because I am a man, and neither have the
wish nor the power to separate myself from my
kind.



CHAPTER 11

RELIGION AND REVELATION
1. The Mystery of the Religious Life

“ THOU wouldst not seek me hadst thou not
already found me.” In this word that Pascal
heard amid his restless search, the whole mystery
of piety is disclosed. If religion is the prayer of
man, it may be said that revelation is the response
of God, but only on condition that we add that
this response is always, in germ at least, in the
prayer itself, )

" This thought struck me like a flash of light.
It was the solution of a problem that had long
appeared to me to be insoluble. Ihad never read
without a certain amount of doubt, and as an
oratorical exaggeration, that promise made by
Jesus to His disciples with so strange an assurance :
“ Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and ye
shall find : knock, and it'shall be opened unto
you. For every one that asketh, receiveth: and































































































































































































































































RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENT OF HUMANITY 117

to seek some form of prayer that I can use in all
sincerity, I never find but these words: “Our
Father which art in heaven.” Lastly, I may dis-
dain the inner life of the soul, and divert myself
from it by the distractions of science, art, and
social life; but if, wearied by the world of
pleasure or of toil, I wish to find my soul again
and live a deeper life, I can accept no other guide
and master than Jesus Christ, because, in Him
alone, optimism is without frivolity, and serious-
ness without despair.
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134 CHRISTIANITY

that should come,” He whom the prophets half
unconsciously desired, He in whom, to the profit
of all mankind, was completed the religious
development of Israel. Its whole history ends in
Jesus. Apart from Him the inspiration of the
prophets dies into rabbinical Talmudism or
wanders into the vagaries and delirium of the
apocalypses. After giving birth to the Gospel,
Judaism dries up and withers like a tree that has
borne its fruit, and whose season is past.

















































































































































































































































































HISTORICAL FORMS OF CHRISTIANITY 22§

"a flame that cannot be quenched. Many who
are often the best collaborators in this work of
redemption know not whence it comes and whither
it tends; they even blaspheme the Christ who
inspires it and the God who maintains it. They
know not what they do, nor what they say: in
their ignorance they calumniate that which is
best both in their life and in themselves.
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WHAT IS A DOGMA? 243

image of Christ and in immediate relationship to
the Father. If dogma is the heritage of the past
transmitted by the Church, it is the children’s duty
first. to receive it, and then to add to its value by
continually reforming it, since that is the only way
to keep it alive and to render it truly useful and
fruitful in the moral development of humanity.
It is therefore to this idea of necessary dogma, but
of dogma necessarily historical and changing, that
we must henceforth accustom ourselves; and we
shall most easily habituate ourselves to it by tracing
its evolution in the past.












































































































































































































































































































THEORY OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE 343

tradition with all the more sincerity and zeal as
each one is able to find in it that of which his
religious faith has need. It will be a help and
not a yoke. Men will love it ; they will defend it
as the link between the generations, as a family
heritage, as the place where souls of every race
and age, and ;tage of scientific culture, meet and
mingle and commune.






























